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Mrs. Reed’s Third Grade Newsletter


Week of August 30, 2011





Dear Parents/Guardians,





We have had a wonderful week of school. SAD news….the field trip to BlackAcre is being cancelled. Monies and checks will be returned.  





This past Friday was our first spelling test. Students did exceptionally well working with their buddies to give one another their contracted spelling test. Each week check your child’s agenda for the progress made on this test. 





The class has spent a great deal of time during the week working on team building activities and learning how to be respectful when someone else is talking. Jobs have been assigned and each person is doing a wonderful job! I am very impressed by how responsible the students are. Gracie and Eve for example, have without me asking, completed their jobs at the end of the day, helping the classroom to be sparkling clean. What wonderful and kind students they show others they are!!! (  





Next Tuesday our Special Person of the Week (SPOW) will be D’Marion Mason. D’Marion is asked to bring in 3 items, so we, her audience can make connections and ask questions about these things. 





If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school or either myself. 





Have a great week!





Mrs. Reed ( 





Math:   We are working with Unit 1 of Math Investigations 2. In this unit students are working on addition, subtraction, and the number system. In this unit students are learning resources and strategies that they can use to help those complete problems. One resource was the 100 chart. Another strategy was drawing the tens and ones. The other strategy was learning to expand the numbers, like 60 + 4 for 64. Students are also learning to read and write digit numerals and identify the place value and the value of each digit.  If you have a computer at home your child can go to the class website and access math activities that will support the learning in the classroom. 


� HYPERLINK "http://msreedsclass.weebly.com/" ��http://msreedsclass.weebly.com/�








 








Writing Workshop: 


Students are exploring why writers write. They will also be learning how to get ideas of what to write about and talking about stories of their own lives that the stories we are reading are unlocking for us. By talking what the books remind us of, students are learning that they need to jot these ideas down so they do not lose them! Students will also identifying the meaningful topics they have that are close to their heart. In addition students have been working on writing complex sentences with subject and verb agreements. Plus, in language we are working to identify nouns, verbs & adjectives. 





Word Work: Students are working to decode multisyllabic words and learning where to put the syllabic break in order to chunk larger words. Students have been working with partners to sort words and identify their syllabic break points. In this way we are learning both to spell longer words and to read longer words.     
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Science: What is the function of wings? What is the function of a tail? What is the function of scales? What is the function of spots? All of these questions we explored this week. Students worked using candy to create an animal with structures that had functions. They then wrote complex sentences about these. If you come down the hall leading to our classroom on the left hand side you will see the student’s phenomenal work! If this animal is a cat, what are it’s structures, and what is the function of each structure? Ask your child tonight! �


 


 





Reading Workshop: This class is hooked on books! Informational books is the genre we currently working to understand. In working with this unit students are exploring text features like photographs, diagrams, diagrams with labels, subheadings, an index, a glossary, an electronic menu, and an icon just to mention a few. To help students acquire an understanding of these text features and the purpose of each, I show students the text features being used. Students are also working with partners to create their own text feature resource book. In addition to working to learn text features students are working in using context clues and a dictionary to understand the meaning of vocabulary. Working with the dictionary was quite adventurous for some students, but by the second day I noticed that many were getting the hang of it and had learned the dictionary had guide words, the words were in ABC order and the author helped them identify whether the words were nouns or verbs.  In addition I am working with students to determine their reading level. Once I have these I will let parents know in their child’s agendas. 





Our THIRD GRADE PARTNERSHIP Having an opportunity to attend field trips is a huge part of being in 3rd grade. To support these trips 3rd grade has many fundraising opportunities. Market Day Products is one way we work to support third grade students. To help with Market Day we need parent volunteers to be at the school between 2:15-3:45 to help unload products and set up materials in the hallway. We also need help copying and distributing materials. The days we need volunteers are: Wednesday for the unloading of the products. On Tuesday we need 1 volunteer to call on those that have ordered to inform them on the cost of their products & where/when the pick up will be. 





We still need help! Please let me know in the agenda if you can help! Thanks!!!! ( ( ( 








Lunch is really early for us! Students can bring snacks if they are hungry later in the day. Please make sure these snacks are healthy.   





PLEASE…PLEASE remember to sign your child’s agenda every night. This will ensure that students are completing their homework and the skills taught in class are reinforced at home. The agenda also provides an excellent form of communication between you and me. 





Social Studies: We have just started into our social studies unit this week. Check out the next agenda for further details about what students have learned in this subject area. 





Students are encouraged to bring water bottles. Only water is allowed in these. This is a school rule. 





Also …a gentle reminder.  students are not permitted to wear flip flops. This is school policy.  








