


 





Mrs. Reed’s Third Grade Newsletter


Week of August 30-September 3, 2010








 Dear Parents/Guardians,





Thank you so much for helping your child with their homework. Thank you also for being very attentive and signing their agenda nightly. Writing in this agenda is a completely new experience and it is going to take some time before it’s part of the students’ every day routine. Having you read it and sign it supports the student’s working with it every morning. So by the time student reach 4th grade, this experience will not be something completely new. 





We have our first spelling test this Friday. There will be 7 words. Students get to choose which words they want to be tested on. Students have also begun their spelling work by choosing which spelling activity they want to do. These activities are on the choice board. 





Last Friday was a great day! Students worked very hard in cooperative groups to create animal body parts out of recycled materials. There was so much learning going on it was phenomenal! 





I am just so proud of this class. We have 34 compliments already and we just keep on getting better as the days progress. 





 


 





Mrs. Reed ( 





Field Trip!!!: 





Our first scheduled field trip is with Ms. Lancaster’s class and 3rd grade students from Ms. Adamson’s class. We will be going to Cedar Ridge. More information about this field trip will come, along with fees, and the permission slip. The date scheduled is Wednesday September 15.  





Math: 





Students are working to add and subtract 10’s and 1’s and  find the difference between two digit numbers and 100.  They also have played a game called Capture 5, where they place chips on a 100 chart and then try to use plus or minus numbers to capture numbers on the chart. Having had a day of work with this, students will be revisting this activity, with me working with smaller groups of students to ensure that they master the concept. 





Word Work: Students have been working on reading poems and working on fluency and expression (knowing how to read with emphasis for punctuation marks like an exclamation mark). After we read the poem we write a group message, working on spelling in a work space, and re-writing the message for accuracy in spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.  
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Science: Students compared/contrasted a fork, spoon and knife and then determined the function of each tool. From there students have worked together to design an animal and are working individually to create each animal part. From there students will describe the animal part as its structure and the function. Students will also analyze their work using a rubric. 





Reading Workshop: Wow! The children have really worked to master the concept of finding 5 books in 5 minutes, sitting in 1 spot, and recording books into their reading logs. This week students will learn how to read with a partner by elbow, elbow, knee to knee. They will also be checking out 10 books and using the books the whole week, re-reading them in various ways. During this time I will be testing children’s reading levels and comprehension. At the end of September 17th, if you call the school I can share with you, your child’s results. 





Our Stage One/Partnership with Mrs. Lancaster’s and Mrs. Adamson’s Class – For 4 days during September we will be working with the educators of Stage One on Monologue - presenting stage skills. Afterwards students will choose a famous person that they would like to become and do research on. They will also be drawing a picture of their setting, which they will place into power point. If any parents/guardians would like to help us help the students during this endeavor/learning process we would love any and all help! We also plan to video tape students so that we can enjoy a 3 classroom presentation!





PLEASE….PLEASE….If you have not signed the forms sent home in last week’s WOW folder, please do soon. This way your child can participate in computer class and go onto the world wide web! 





Lunch is really early for us! Students can bring snacks during Wellness time from 1:00-1:30 if they are hungry. 





PLEASE…PLEASE remember to sign your child’s agenda every night. This will ensure that students are completing their homework and the skills taught in class are reinforced at home. The agenda also provides an excellent form of communication between you and me. 





Social Studies: Students will be going to Google Earth to view the Crescent Hill Community. They have also created a web for the word – community and pulled out the key words from the large definition. Then students wrote a sentence about a community they belong to, along with creating a drawing.  





Want try the same activity as your child? Just go to 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wordle.net/" ��http://www.wordle.net/� 








Writing: Please send in a photo and stickers with your child so that they can continue to decorate their journals. Students will be working to create a detailed sentence with correct subject verb/agreement using resources. Students will be using a word splash to create a list of descriptive words to describe an ordinary object too. 





Computer – Computer time for us has been switched to Tuesday at the end of the day. During this time students will be logging in to JCPS online (the district’s online community). In their on-line learning class they will be working on their keyboarding skills and then creating a Wordle that describes who they are. Please stop by the computer lab outside in the hallway to see the students’ phenomenal work.  Students can also access this online learning community from home if they have a computer. Just go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/" ��http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/�


Then to Students. Then to JCPS online.


If students remember their user name and log in, they can access their computer lessons. 








