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November 29, 2011


Room 119 Newsletter





NEWS FLASH!!! Students need to know their addition and subtraction facts from 0-10 automatically. If you could work on flashcards with them at home this would help out a great deal. Let me know if you need some. We’re also working with volume, capacity, and time. The more baking you do with your child, the more you support their in-class learning! 
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If you would like to receive an electric version of this newsletter please let me know in your child’s agenda by writing down your email and I will oblige. 


 





Did you know that I have a class website? If you have not had the chance, visit it: � HYPERLINK "http://msreedsclass.weebly.com/" �http://msreedsclass.weebly.com/� . On this website you will find all kinds of support like homework and games to support your child’s learning! 


 





Since the weather is getting colder – please have your child bring a hat and mittens, along with a warm coat. We go outside EVERY day.  





Dear Parents & Guardians,


I am hoping that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday with your family and loved ones. I know that I did and was thankful for the great children and families that I am working with this year! 


I had the opportunity to travel back home to visit my 83 year old father in Iowa with my children, dogs, and husband. While it was a long 8 hour drive it was wonderful to see family and old friends. 


Leading up to the short break was another round of wonderful learning opportunities with your children. One day we made a craft project to create turkeys and then another day I read a story and the students used macaroni to figure out how to add dialogue. In their quotes they wrote from the point of view of the turkey, farmer, farmer’s wife, and even other barnyard animals about saving the turkey from the Thanksgiving dinner! They are posted outside the door if you’d like to see their understanding of point of view. 


Great news! I received my National Board Certification in Early Childhood Literacy just this month. 


Hoping everyone had a great week! 


Thanks for all your continued support!!!! 


Mrs. Reed


 





 





Writing –Cursive is now part of the third grade curriculum. I am incorporating cursive into the nightly homework for spelling. Students are also working on conducting research on those who have had an impact historically, like Rosa Parks and Jackie Robinson. 


 





What we are working on in reading:  During shared reading students are working to read plays to gain an understanding how to read with expression to sound like the character. Students are also delving into a biography (real information and events about a person’s life) unit to learn more about Rosa Parks and Jackie Robinson and what impact they made upon society.  During this unit, students will go on a virtual field trip to visit Rosa and listen to her talk about the decisions that she made the day she refused to give up her seat. Students will also go on a virtual field trip to the actual bus she rode on at the Ford Museum in Detroit, Michigan. Two years ago, I actually visited this museum and had the opportunity to sit in that very seat.  The focus of the lesson or skill being taught is how readers can make decisions about the characters in a story based on character traits such as their actions, illustrations in the book, their dialogue and their relationships with others. We will have various assignments based on the selection and we will take an assessment on the selection when we have completed all activities. 





Math –   We are working through the concept of time, a quarter to, and a quarter after. Students are reflecting what they know about the little hand and the big hand, as well as, how to write time using a colon. With common core they are asked to solve time problems using a number line, which may be confusing to a lot of parents, since many of you may have learned how to solve time in other ways.  If you need help understanding this concept, I will be glad to help! 


Some “time” concepts you could work with- 


Ask your child to write down the time using a colon for these times to analyze using a clock face: 


A quarter after 3; a quarter till 3





Social Studies–  We enjoyed our the power of puppetry presentation in the gym on Tuesday morning to help educate us about social concerns and differences. This program sparked a lot of discussion as it gave strategies to stay safe and healthy. In addition, students are comparing services the community provides versus services paid by citizens because of needs and wants. Students are also learning what a good is versus a service and in the process taking notes and creating flip books in their social studies journals. After this unit is completed we will move back into science to explore the FOSS modules sound unit. 


 


 








Language  & Reading Foundations–   Students are working with the suffixes – able and – ish, using what they have learned about multisyllabic words and spelling rules with words ending in “e” and “y”.  Students are also working to learn pronouns, continue their work with idioms, contractions, and will be learning about possessives. 


Some idioms you could work with your child: 


Ask your child what it means to stick your nose into someone else’s business. 


Tell your child, “don’t talk turkey” then discuss what this phrase means. 
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 The class is still collecting box tops! If you have any please have your child bring to school. Thank you!!!  





Please continue to have your child go to Study Island and access the site in both math and reading. The more your child uses this program the more versed they will become in the content they are expected to master. 








