


 





Mrs. Reed’s Third Grade Newsletter


Week of October 22, 2011





Dear Parents/Guardians,





Whew! Have we ever been working hard!! I see so many growths in your children from taking notes independently to working during reading workshop with I CAN learning tasks with partners. It is such a pleasure to see each child grow, become self-assured, mature, and believe they CAN do. (





It was wonderful to see so many parents during parent-teacher conferences. Remember, if I did not have a chance to visit with you, you can at any time call the school and I will be more than happy to go over your child’s strengths and next steps. 





To support reading growth in the classroom, I encourage you and your child to go to study island as much as possible. This is a computer based program that your child can access at home if you have a computer. Two hours on the weekend is a great way to support them to what they are learning in the classroom. Remember your child’s user name and password is in their agenda which comes home every weekend! ( 





Please support the third grade fundraiser effort by purchasing pies. The more pies we sell the more money we raise for our end of the year field trip to Camp Hi Ho.





FYI….On Wednesday students took the practice tests with the AP test. Part of this week and next, students will be working through the actual test.  





Have a great week!





Mrs. Reed ( 





Math:  The I CAN goal (s) we are working on is to make a bar graph to represent data using a scale. Students have been asking questions, conducting survey, collecting data through tally marks, and creating bar graphs with a x and a y axis, topped off with an interval scale & 3 titles! 


Spelling- Students still have choices in the amount of their words. However, the tasks for the night are assigned. All work is to go into student’s homework journals.  


Language- Students are working with common and proper nouns. They are also working with multiple meaning words, using context clues & have begun to delve into prefixes and suffix word parts. In the word disappeared, which word part is the root word?  





 








Writing Workshop: 


We continue to work through our personal narrative unit. 





Reading –  Students are working through informational text on a unit that deals with main idea. During this unit they have learned about two text structures they can use to find the main idea. They also learned they can hunt for the words that the author repeats in crafting their own main idea. Please work with your child to think of the main idea by asking your child what is the day MOSTLY about…or what is the movie MOSTLY about.  








Gatti Land: It was great seeing so many parents during this meet and greets night. Remember…if your child attends one of these functions…they can get a homework pass! 





Cold Weather Alert: Please dress your child appropriately for the weather, as we go outside EVERY day. Thanks!!! (       
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Science: We have left the world of the crayfish and have ventured into the world of the Bess Beetle. In this exploration students are applying their inquiry skills about structures and functions to these new creatures. Ask your child and you will be amazed at what geniuses they are! 





Science Test – Next Friday!!!! – Study guide will be in the Monday homework packet. Have your child read and go over nightly.  For the ORQ it is critical that students write complete sentences. 





Reading Workshop: Students are working on task cards that ask them to sort words by noun or verb. They also have been working to sort words by the ending sound of D, T, or –ED with words that are spelled with the ending of – ED. In addition, students are working to answer questions to show understanding and use evidence from the text to support their thinking.





I’ve met with groups of students, who are all working through a different text. Right now they have read their books and are working through a series of questions where they have to use the text as evidence while writing complete answers. 





This next week we will be working through a unit to discover what it means to write a short answer using the state scoring guide. During this unit students will be rewriting the scoring guide in student friendly language. They will also be analyzing student responses and defending the position of a score given. In this way, students will understand what they need to do to get a score of a 2 compared to a score of a 1. 








VOLUNTEERS I need parent/guardian volunteers to help put up a bulletin board. If you are able to support please contact me. Thanks!!!








READING AT HOME….Parents please have your child read at least 15 minutes out loud at home. This will help to improve their fluency. 





Library Checkout – A reminder … On Thursday’s is the class’s checkout time. If your child takes their library book home, help them to remember to bring it back on Thursday.  Thank you!!! 





Dates to remember: 


10/28 Fall-into-Ween Celebration in Mrs. Reed’s Room. 


11/2 Flue Shots


  








Lunch is really early for us! Students can bring snacks if they are hungry later in the day. Please make sure these snacks are healthy.   





PLEASE…PLEASE remember to sign your child’s agenda every night. This will ensure that students are completing their homework and the skills taught in class are reinforced at home. The agenda also provides an excellent form of communication between you and me. 





Social Studies: Students are learning about maps and how to read them and answer who, what, where, when, and why questions to locate facts and details to support their thinking.  





Students are encouraged to bring water bottles. Only water is allowed in these. This is a school rule. 





Also …a gentle reminder.  students are not permitted to wear flip flops. This is school policy.  








