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Mrs. Reed’s Third Grade Newsletter


Week of October 4, 2010








Dear Parents/Guardians,





With cool weather upon us, I am asking that students bring in light jackets to keep them warm when we go outside. 





Please take the time to go over your child’s homework with them every night. Homework is a reinforcement of what is being learned in the classroom and is reflected on the new report card. It is also a valuable tool to see some of the things we are working on.





Agendas are also important because that’s where you learn about your child’s successes and/or next steps. 





Students did a fantastic job at the library! Give a big hug to your child for showing how great Field Falcons are when in public.





Parent teacher conference time is right around the corner. Check your child’s agenda for when these are scheduled. 





  


Mrs. Reed ( 








 











Math: Students have finished unit 1, and now are moving into Unit 2.  Check your child’s agenda for their past End of Unit 1, assessment. The following are the I CAN goals that your child will be working on: 





Use mathematical reasoning to solve problems.


Organize, represent and describe data


Make a line plot.


Describe the shape of the data, the range, the outliers, and the mode. 


 





Word Work Students are learning to write the plural form of words ending in Y to I before adding –es.          
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Science: Students are working to learn the parts of a seed. Our seeds have begun to sprout in our hydroponics systems. Students are also growing plants out in the hall. In addition, they are making a model of a seed and labeling its parts.    





Reading Workshop:  Students are working on the integration of skills – using the text structure of the reading to locate details and determine importance. Each group has a non-fiction book that they are working with at their instructional level. Students are also using post-it’s to locate text features and are learning what a textbox, caption, picture, diagram, label, and subheading are. They are also working on vocabulary through word searches and in creating their own vocabulary book. In addition they are answering reading response questions using tri-folds and recording the number of books they read on their goal setting reading workshop logs. This week students also have choice in going to stations- word work, writing, listening, and core content.  





Thank you for coming to Open House. It was wonderful meeting all of you. If you did not have the chance of attending, I am hopeful to see you for Parent Teacher Conference! ( 








Thank you for getting in the field trip permission slips so quickly! Thanks to you we had 100% participation. …ALSO…some students were unable to check out books from the library because of fines. If your child has a fine, please consider paying it so that your child can check out a book for the next field trip. 





This week students will be taking their first district reading assessment. If you would like to see a copy of this assessment please indicate so by writing me a request in your child’s agenda. 





MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! October 22nd is the Fall Festival. It’s a Friday night from 6 to 8. 








Students should spend most of their independent reading time, reading a variety of texts, especially chapter books.  � HYPERLINK "http://bookwizard.scholastic.com/tbw/homePage.do" �Scholastic’s Book Wizard� an online tool that you can use as a parent  to find out whether the book your child is reading, is at his appropriate level.  You can do a leveled search (reading levels, in most cases, correspond to grade levels).  For example, you can search for book titles between levels 3.1-3.8.  This will pull up a list of books that are at the average 3rd grade reading level.  Some students may be reading at a level of 2.5, 4.6 or even a 6.8.   It is important that students are reading books that are not too easy, not too difficult, but are just right for them!  


Some parents have asked for reading sites with books that their children can listen to. Below is a list of some of these sites: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mightybook.com/story_books.html" ��http://www.mightybook.com/story_books.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.speakaboos.com/" ��http://www.speakaboos.com/�











Writing: Students have begun to analyze memoirs for sound, texture, and sight words that the author used. They are also discussing the relationship between the writer and the topic of various memoirs. In addition, they have begun to explore and practice how to write in dialogue form with quotation marks and use of commas. Rule – students can only use the word “said” once. Now they have to use synonyms. 











Computer – Please check out my class website. Students continue to practice their keyboarding skills.   � HYPERLINK "http://msreedsclass.weebly.com/" ��http://msreedsclass.weebly.com/�


There you will find the homework for the week as well as the spelling lists up through December. 











Hwang Marshall Arts If interested I have some wonderful video of the students participating last Tuesday and Wednesday with Hwang Marshall Arts. Students loved this little treat from Mr. Johnson. Wow! They really worked together, laughed and learned a lot! Kudos to the students for working so beautifully and showing what a great and fabulous class room 119 is!!!! ( 








