


 





Mrs. Reed’s Third Grade Newsletter


Week of October 4, 2011





Dear Parents/Guardians,





Have we ever been busy! First, a big thank you to the parents who helped made the field trip to Cedar Ridge successful! No one went swimming; we saw a snake, and then a box turtle. Hunting through the trail while the leaves rained for animal tracks was a delight. Then figuring out how to make a corn husk doll was challenging, but fun! I am very appreciative and the students love meeting the parents of the peers they enjoy every day! 





If you came to Fall Festival you would have seen the witch pumpkin that the students helped to create and imagine. In reading we continue to explore a character’s traits. Visualizing then creating a “nasty” witch was great fun! 





I had over 13 parents show up for Open House on Tuesday night, last week. I hope those that attended enjoyed playing the card games and observing the crayfish! 





Students went to the computer lab and did research on crayfish in the JCPS online class that I created for them. In your child’s agenda is their username and password. If you have a computer at home your child can continue their online learning. 





New jobs come out this week. Applications are due by Friday.  





Have a great week!





Mrs. Reed ( 





Math:   At the end of this week students will have a test. Attached to the newsletter is a study guide that you can use with your child to help them prepare for this assessment.  





Spelling- Students have been doing very well on their spelling tests. Please notice that the amount of words required will be increasing so that by the end of the year students are contracting for 15 words. 





Language- Students are working hard on writing complete sentences with verbs, nouns, and adjectives. They have also been exploring the concept of a word having multiple meanings. 





 








Writing Workshop: 


We have been to write personal narratives. A personal narrative is an event or experience in the students’ life. In their journal students wrote about an event of excitement. This next week they will be exploring another mentor text and responding as the author did about another emotional event in their life. 





Reading – Students continue to explore the concept of a character, their traits, motivations, and feelings. They have also explored the cause and effect of motivations upon other characters. 








Report Cards: Report cards will be distributed on Wednesday October 5th. The grades your child could receive range from O (outstanding), S (Satisfactory), NI (Needs Improvement), to U (Unsatisfactory). 





Parent-Teacher Conference: Tuesday October 11. Please sign up so we can talk about your child’s strengths and goals.      
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Science: If you get a chance please check out our growing seeds. Students have been researching seeds. They have been researching and diagramming the parts of a seed: seed coat, cotyledon, and embryo. They studied the cause and effect of providing heat and water to a dormant seeds. And then they explored how seeds are able to move from one place to another. Next week students will be exploring the crayfish, learning their body parts and analyzing their behaviors in their habitat. 


 


 





Reading Workshop: Wow! Your children have been reading up a STORM!!! If you came during self-selected reading time you would be amazed at the hustle and bustle. Each student selects 15 books and then works to read them independently or with a partner. Thanks to a grant by the district, the classroom received 240 new books, which the children instantly devoured!!!! Since DRA testing is done, I am able to pull students into small reading groups and work with them in small settings. Groups are working on different genres: some are reading realistic fiction, while others are reading historical fiction. They all have reading journals and are recording their I CAN goals, answering comprehension questions, and then reflecting upon their growth as readers. As a group they are becoming more proficient in locating details to support their thinking, asking questions, analyzing characters, and researching the cause and effect of actions.  





VOLUNTEERS Remember parents…anyone who wants to come into the classroom is more than welcome…however, all volunteers must fill out a volunteer form before they are able to volunteer.  ( ( ( 








READING AT HOME….Parents please have your child read at least 15 minutes out loud at home. This will help to improve their fluency. 





Library Checkout – A reminder … On Thursday’s is the class’s checkout time. If your child takes their library book home, help them to remember to bring it back on Thursday.  Thank you!!! 








Lunch is really early for us! Students can bring snacks if they are hungry later in the day. Please make sure these snacks are healthy.   





PLEASE…PLEASE remember to sign your child’s agenda every night. This will ensure that students are completing their homework and the skills taught in class are reinforced at home. The agenda also provides an excellent form of communication between you and me. 





Social Studies: None this week. 





Students are encouraged to bring water bottles. Only water is allowed in these. This is a school rule. 





Also …a gentle reminder.  students are not permitted to wear flip flops. This is school policy.  








