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Dear Parents,





The last month of school for the 2010 year has been a very busy time for us! 





Today we enjoyed going to Mrs. Enry’s 4th grade class to watch her students do reader’s theatre. In 4 corners of the classroom, the 4th grade students put on a little skit. Then we had an intermission where two students played their violins. Finally, at the end, we all sang holiday carols. Afterwards we went into the gym to watch the orchestra, band, and choir presentations! We clapped loudly and cheered on those students who were up on stage! 





Students also completed their JCPS district 2nd Reading Assessment. Please check your child’s agenda for their math assessment score and reading scores.





There is no spelling this week – my holiday present to the students. Spelling will begin again in January, along with DRA testing to see where your children have grown in their reading level.  





I want to wish everyone a wonderful Holiday break with your families. The best gift that you could give me is the opportunity to work with them as I have these 5 months. You have exceptional children and I know you will have a wonderful time together. 





Mrs. Reed





Reading- Students have been enthusiastically reading chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 of The Polk Street Kids Write Up a Storm. They have come to love the author, Patricia Reilly Giff as she implores her readers’ to also write a story each step of the way. Students have so far chosen a character, given them a name, & drawn a setting that they really know. Their next steps are to create a problem. This book has provided students the opportunity to understand character development and the beginning, middle, and end of what happens in a story. This book has also provided students an opportunity to figure out how they are going to write their monologues. 





Students have also been working on the reading strategy of determining importance and asking question. They are finding specific details, highlighting these, and writing questions using these words. Our questioning is becoming quite sophisticated! 





Writing – Students are now into the conferencing and editing stages of their memoirs. It is our goal to have these writing pieces completed by the 2nd week of January. In addition, students wrote snowman poems which are hanging in the wall. They also used a digital camera to take pictures of the most important part of their body and wrote detailed and descriptive sentences why their body part is important. Coming back into the 3rd week of January, students will also be working to write their monologues which they hope to present to you – parents the first week of February. 





Special Person of the Week – SPOW. There is none this week. We will resume this tradition in 2011! 





Please…Please… Have your child participate in Mrs. Keairns Holiday Reading Challenge!  Want more information…Check out the Wednesday folder. 





Please make sure your child reads 20 minutes over the break. These are some questions that you can ask that will help them on their DRA .  





List 3 questions you had while reading the first part of the story; the second part; the last part.


Write a summary of this story in your own words. Include the important characters, events, and details from the beginning, middle, and end. 


List three things you know about the character. 


How did the character’s feelings change from the beginning to the end of the story?


What do you think is the most important event from the story? Why?


What reading strategies did you use to help you understand this story? Tell me and show me where you used them. 





In science, students are learning about sound. Please encourage your child to use this site to learn more. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.engagingscience.org/games/onlinegames/games.html" ��http://www.engagingscience.org/games/onlinegames/games.html�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/Science/sounds.html" ��http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/Science/sounds.html�








Math- We are finishing up Unit 3 in math, Collections and Travel Stories (Unit 3) Addition, Subtraction, and the Number System 2 and will be moving into Unit 4 starting in January. 





The core content skills we have been working on in this unit are….Mathematical Reasoning: Uses mathematical reasoning to solve problems and justify answers; Read, write, and sequence numbers up to 1,000;  Identify the value of each digit in a 3-digit number; Identify how many groups of 10 are in a 3-digit number; Solve addition problems with 3-digit numbers (up to 400) by using strategies that involve breaking numbers apart, either by place value or by adding one number in parts; Solve subtraction story problems in contexts that include removing a part from a whole, comparing 2 quantities, or finding the missing part; Solve subtraction problems with 2- and 3-digit numbers (up to 300) by using strategies that involve either subtracting one number in parts, adding up, or subtracting back











I want to share how children are developing their mathematical thinking skills. A third grade I CAN goal is for students to show in writing their strategies to solve a problem. It is critical that students show their thinking. This means writing an equation. I noticed on the last ORQ- writing test in math, many of the students did not take this extra step in their work. Not only is it important for children to have the opportunity to represent their thinking, but others need to see their thinking and this can only happen if students write out everything they do and think.  If you could help by engaging in conversation with your child about 


their mathematical thinking this would help! Some questions you could ask your child are: What number sentence/equation matches your thinking, picture or strategy? What is another way to show your work? Can you put into your own words how you got your answer? Tell me about your thinking. Together we can help the students move to where they need to be!








