Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Compiled Text Talk Lessons (tools4literacy, inc 2005) 

Key points to consider:

Instructional Sequence:  

· During the initial reading of the story, stop briefly to explain the selected words using the instructional context.

· After the first reading of the story, revisit the key words providing a student friendly definition.

· Ask students to repeat the word each time you discuss it so they can create a phonological or sound impression of the word in their minds.

· Display the words during the week with student friendly definitions.

· During the week, work with the words in several different contexts as outlined below.  Be sure to provide examples in contexts different from the story.

· VERY IMPORTANT:  After each activity, always ask “Why?” so students have to explain their thinking!
Beware of Bears (McDonald, 1999)

Tier Two Words:  launched, gleeful, astonished

Making Choices:  In the story when the bears were playing and throwing the cereal around, Daddy Bear launched some spoonfuls of cereal in the air.  Launch means to toss or move something upward fast.  Say the word.

If what I say could be launched, say “That could be launched.”  If you think they are not things that could be launched, say “No way.”

· A rocket

· An elephant

· A paper plane

· A tree

· Some fireworks

What’s our word?

Questions, Reasons, Examples:  In the story, the bears watched for Goldilocks’s reactions gleefully.  That means they were very happy about the way she was going to find her house a mess.  Gleeful  means “so happy that you feel a little silly or giggly.”  Say our word.

Which would make you feel gleeful – so happy you might want to giggle?

· A party in school or extra work to do for homework?

· A trip to an amusement park or a trip to the dentist?

· Having your best friend move away or having them stay over for the whole weekend?

· Staying home from school because you’re sick or because of a big snowstorm?

What’s the word we are learning?

Questions, Reasons, Examples:  In the story, the bears were astonished when Goldilocks started laughing at the big mess they’d made.  That means that the bears were very surprised that the mess would make her laugh – because they thought it was her house.  If something makes you astonished, that means it is so unusual that you are surprised and shocked by it.  

Say our word.

Would you be astonished if –

· You met someone from Cleveland or from the planet Venus?

· Your dog said hello or your baby cousin said hello?

· Your mother served spaghetti for dinner or if she served a big banana split?

What is something you might be astonished to see in the sky?  Start your sentence with “I’d be astonished…

Questions, Reasons, Examples:  We talked about three words:  launched, gleeful, and astonished.  Let’s think about them some more.

· Which would you more likely want to launch – a kite or a car?

· If your teacher was making you feel gleeful, what would he or she probably be doing or telling you?

· What would make you more astonished – to find a dinosaur bone or a bird’s bone?

Applause, Applause:  Show me no claps if you would not want to be described by our words, Show me 1 clap if you would want to be described just a little bit by our words and show me 2 claps if you would really want to be described by our words.

· Would you want to be described as being gleeful?
· Would you want to be described as being astonished?
Have you ever…?  

· Describe a time when you might act astonished.
· Describe a time when you might launch something.
· Describe a time when you might be gleeful.
Idea Completion:  

· The teacher was _______ when John launched a rubberband across the room because…
· Susie was gleeful on Christmas morning when she saw all the presents under the Christmas tree because…
Word Association:

·  Which word goes with throw forcefully? (launch)
· Which word goes with thrilled? (gleeful)
· Which word goes with the expression “I can’t believe it!”  (astonished)
Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Text Talk Lessons

Edward the Emu by Sheena Knowles

Tier Two Vocabulary:  balanced, amusing, gasped

Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1. Balanced -  to place something, so that it is the same on both sides, so it doesn’t fall.

2. Amusing – funny, humorous

3. Gasped – a noise you make when you are shocked, surprised, excited or afraid by sucking in air.

Engaging Students in dealing with word meanings:

Making Choices – “Say ‘that could be balanced’ or ‘NO Way!’

· Mud puddle

· Ball

· Pencil on your finger

· Tree

· Rubber band

· Your body

· A book on your head

Questions, Reasons, examples

Which of these is amusing?

· A joke book or a book about sharks?

· A police officer or a clown?

· Eating a pie or a pie in someone’s face?

· Watching Spongebob or going to the grocery store?

Have you Ever?

· Describe a time when you gasped
· Describe a time when you made someone else gasp
Idea Completion – gasped
· Susie gasped on Christmas morning because…

· Mom gasped when she saw a mouse because …

Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Text Talk Lessons

Curious George takes a job  by H.A. Rey

Tier Two Vocabulary:  curious, cozy, fascinated

Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1. curious – really wonder about something – you want to know more about it.

2. cozy – snuggly, warm, soft

3. fascinated – very interested, amazed

Engaging students in dealing with word meanings:

Making Choices – Say “cozy” if what I say would be considered cozy or say “not cozy”
· blanket

· porcupine

· stuffed animal

· ice cube

· warm fire

Questions, Reasons, Examples
What would you be curious about?

· A pencil or a birthday present

· A new classroom or an eraser

· A vacation or a bath

· A bag or a new game

Have you ever

· Describe a time when you might act fascinated?

Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Text Talk Lessons

Six Dinner Sid  by Inga Moore
Tier Two Vocabulary:  nasty, suspicious, smooched
Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1.smooched-  When someone or something gets lovey-dovey or cuddly.  
2.suspicious – thinking something is “up” or not right
3.nasty – something that is not good
Engaging Students in dealing with word meanings:

Making Choices – If I say something that is nasty say “Nasty” or “Nice”
· If I pull a chair out from someone
· Opening the door for somebody

· Finding a used Kleenex on your desk

· Getting new clothes

· Smelling a dirty diaper

· Burping out loud

Questions, Reasons, Examples”
Which situation would make you feel suspicious?
· A pencil missing from your desk or finding a pencil on top of your desk?

· You dog greeting you at the door or your dog missing from your home?

· Having a policeman knock on your door or seeing a policeman driving in his cruiser?

Applause, Applause
Smooch – Clap two times if you would really want to smooch, 1 clap if you would a little or no claps if you wouldn’t want to smooch at all

· A frog

· A log

· Teddy bear

· Chair

· Kitten
· pillow
Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Text Talk Lessons

Possum’s Harvest Moon  by Anne Hunter
Tier Two Vocabulary:  peered, chorused, twinkled
Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1.Peered -  to look over the top of something
2.chorused- to say or sing at the same time
3.twinkled– to sparkle and flash in a quiet way
Engaging Students in dealing with word meanings:

Making Choices – Which of these things might you peer over?  Say “peer” if you can and “no way” if you can’t
· fence
· moon

· someone’s shoulder

· mountain

· book

Making Choices

Flutter fingers if it twinkles; say “no way” if it doesn’t
· star

· tree

· rock

· fireworks

· diamonds

· elephant

· treefrog

· fireflies

Word Associations
· Which word goes with looking over the top of something?
· Which word goes with to say or sing at the same time?
· Which word means to sparkle?
Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Text Talk Lessons

The Mitten  by Jan Brett

Tier Two Vocabulary:  admired, commotion, investigate

Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1.Admired-  liked very much

2.commotion – lots of activity, noise and movement

3.investigate – find out more about

Engaging Students in dealing with word meanings:

Making Choices –  In the story, the rabbit stopped to admire his winter coat.  Admire means to like very much.  Say the word.  If what I say could be admired, say “That could be admired”. If you think they are not things that could be admired say, “No way!”

· new athletic/sport/tennis shoes

· spiderman backpack

· trash in the lunch room

· name calling

· colored markers

· cutting in line

Questions, Reasons, examples

In the story the owl was attracted by the commotion.  That means there was lots of noise and activity.  Which would be a commotion?

· The lunchroom or the library?

· A fire drill or recess?

· Teacher reading aloud or putting the chairs down?

· Sunny day or thunderstorm?

· Teacher in the room or a substitute in the room?

Questions, Reasons, examples
In the story, a fox trotting by stopped to investigate warm air – that means to find out more about it.  If something needs investigation, that means it is unusual and you want to find out more about it.  Would you investigate if…
· Your smoke detector went off or if the clock rang?

· A peanut butter sandwich or dinosaur pizza?

· Rubber duck in the tub or live shark in the tub?

Robust Vocabulary Instruction

Text Talk Lessons

The Mysterious Tadpole  by Steven Kellogg
Tier Two Vocabulary:  Suspiciously, Astounding, Bellowed

Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1. Suspiciously -  curious, questioning what is going on

2. Astounding – amazed, surprised

3. Bellowed – saying something in a deep loud voice

Engaging Students in dealing with word meanings:

Making Choices – Which activity could/would you bellow?

· In the library

· At a sporting event (ie. Hockey, basketball)

· During word wall chanting

· In the lunchroom

· In the classroom

· At church

Questions, Reasons, examples

Would you be suspicious if

· You saw a man walking back and forth, in front of your house for an hour?

What’s the word we are learning?

Would you be astounded if 

· we went to lunch at 11:40 or at 9 in the morning?  

· Would you be astounded if you had school on Saturday?

Have you Ever?

· Have you ever been astounded?

· Describe a time when you bellowed
Idea Completion – suspicious

· The big package by the front door made me suspicious because…
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Text Talk Lessons

Sweet Strawberries  by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Tier Two Vocabulary:  stingy, complain, market

Student Friendly Definition for vocabulary words:

1. Stingy-  selfish, doesn’t like to share

2. Complain– not happy about something

3. Market – a store or an outdoor place to shop

Engaging Students in dealing with word meanings:

Word Associations

· Which word goes with not sharing?

· Which word goes with the expression “it’s not fair”?

· Which word goes with a place you might shop?

Questions, Reasons, examples

· Would you be more likely to complain if you had extra homework or extra recess time?

· What would you be more likely to do at a market, buy fruits and vegetables or play with your friends?

Have you Ever?

· Have you ever been to a market?  If so describe the experience.
· Describe a time when you might complain
Applause, Applause– Clap two times if you would really want to be described by the this word, 1 clap if you would a little or no claps if you wouldn’t want to be described by this word at all
· Would you want to be described as someone who complains?
· Would you want to be described as stingy?
A Pocket for Corduroy by Don Freeman

Tier Two Vocabulary:  Hesitate, reluctant, gather

Student-Friendly Definitions
· Hesitate: to stop for a minute before doing something

· Reluctant: you are not sure you want to do something

· Gather:  to pick up

Engaging students in dealing with word meanings:
In the story, Lisa was reluctant to leave the Laundromat without Corduroy.  Reluctant means you are not sure you want to do something.  Say the word with me.

Making Choices:

If what I say would make you feel reluctant say “I am reluctant” if not, don’t say anything.

· Go outside at night without your mom or dad.

· Dance in front of all your friends.

· Eat dinner with your family.

· Have a birthday party.

· Go to a new school 
What’s the word we are learning?

In the story, Corduroy didn’t hesitate or stop before jumping in the laundry bag.  Hesitate means to stop for a minute before doing something.

Questions, Reasons or Example

Which would make you want to hesitate before doing something

Jumping in a new pool OR playing in your backyard?

Going shopping with your mom OR picking up a spider?

Making Choices:

What types of things might you gather?

· Leaves

· Candy

· Tiger

· Shoes
· orange
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